
The Battle Will take place on:  

Saturday, December 1 

1:00-2:00PM 

Location: 

Salem-south lyon district library 

For more information, please call the  

library at 248.437.6431 

 

Please note: This is not an SLCS sponsored event  

2018 BOOK LIST 

5TH GRADE 

The Salem-south lyon district library 



The Hero’s Guide to Saving Your Kingdom by Christopher Healy 
Prince Liam. Prince Frederic. Prince Duncan. Prince Gustav. You’ve never heard of them, have you? These are the 
princes who saved Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Snow White, and Rapunzel, respectively, and yet, thanks to those 
lousy bards who wrote the tales, you likely know them only as Prince Charming. But all of this is about to change. 

Rejected by their princesses and cast out of their castles, the princes stumble upon an evil plot that could         
endanger each of their kingdoms. Now it’s up to them to triumph over their various shortcomings, take on trolls, 
bandits, dragons, witches, and other assorted terrors, and become the heroes no one ever thought they could be. 
(Amazon,  2013) 

The Matchstick Castle by Keir Graff                                                                                                                                 
Brian can think of a few places he'd rather spend his summer than with his aunt and uncle in Boring, Illinois.     
Anything would be better than doing summer school on a computer while his scientist dad is stationed at the 
South Pole.  

Boring lives up to its name until Brian and his cousin Nora have a fight, get lost, and discover a huge, wooden 
house in the forest. With balconies, turrets, and windows seemingly stuck on at random, it looks ready to fall 
over in the next stiff breeze. To the madcap, eccentric family that lives inside, it’s not just a home—it’s a castle.   

Suddenly, summer gets a lot more exciting. With their new friends, Brian and Nora tangle with giant wasps,  
sharp-tusked wild boars, and a crazed bureaucrat intent on bringing the dangerously dilapidated old house down 
with a wrecking ball. (Amazon, 2017) 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 
"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad in the 
newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-bending tests, which readers take along with them. Only 
four children--two boys and two girls--succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most    
intelligent and inventive children could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the     
Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. (Amazon, 2008)        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Slacker by Gordon Korman 

Cameron Boxer is very happy to spend his life avoiding homework, hanging out with his friends, and gaming for 
hours in his basement. It's not too hard for him to get away with it . . . until he gets so caught up in one game that 
he almost lets his house burn down around him. Oops. 
 
It's time for some serious damage control -- so Cameron and his friends invent a fake school club that will make it 
seem like they're doing good deeds instead of slacking off. The problem? Some kids think the club is real -- and 
Cameron is stuck being president. 
 
Soon Cameron is part of a mission to save a beaver named Elvis from certain extinction. Along the way, he makes 
some new friends -- and some powerful new enemies. The guy who never cared about anything is now at the 
center of everything . . . and it's going to take all his slacker skills to win this round. (Amazon, 2017) 

 
The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street by Karina Yan Glaser 

The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the brownstone on 141st Street. It's practically another member of the 
family. So when their reclusive, curmudgeonly landlord decides not to renew their lease, the five siblings have 
eleven days to do whatever it takes to stay in their beloved home and convince the dreaded Beiderman just how 
wonderful they are. And all is fair in love and war when it comes to keeping their home.  (Amazon, 2017) 
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